In testing for albumen by the cold nitric acid method it is sometimes observed that there is in the column of urine, a little above the line of contact What, then, is the condition which leads to its presence ? I have come to the conclusion that it is due to the bile salts 'precipitating the albumen when the urine has been properly acidified, and that, when the reaction is well marked, it is an indication that the bile salts are present in excess. Dr Oliver of Harrogate has recently shown2 that if an albuminous urine is acidified with citric or acetic acid the albumen is precipitated by a solution of bile salts ; and that if, as sometimes happens, an albuminous urine contains the bile salts in excessive amount, the addition of a small quantity of organic acid will lead to a precipitation of the proteid. The same thing occurs if, instead of albumen, there is peptone 1
By John Stevens, M.A., M.B., C.M., Ettles and Stark Scholar. In testing for albumen by the cold nitric acid method it is sometimes observed that there is in the column of urine, a little above the line of contact of the two fluids, a layer of precipitation quite distinct from the precipitate of albumen produced by the nitric acid. This is distinguished from the precipitate of urates which sometimes occurs by not disappearing when heated. When observed at all it has been described as mucin precipitated by the acid. Dr Maguire has recently referred to this reaction in an article in the Lancet,1 and, while describing it as the mucin reaction, has expressed doubt as to whether it is really due to mucin, because he has never found it apart from the presence of albumen, and he has seen it in urines in which acetic or 
